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Mr. Speaker, as a member of the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, this commission has 

worked for a few years now to help pay homage to commemorate the life of, from my perspective, the 

most extraordinary American who ever lived: Abraham Lincoln.  

 

   Abraham Lincoln was our 16th President who, today, would have been 200 years old. This President's 

impact on the lives of every American has been told in more books than any book written on any single 

figure in human history.  

 

   I have been honored and privileged by Speaker Nancy Pelosi to serve as the Democratic representative 

on the extraordinary commission that has worked tirelessly to pay, globally, the kind of homage to the 

16th President that President Abraham Lincoln deserves.  

 

   I got up early this morning and went to a dedication ceremony at the Lincoln Memorial. And there, Mr. 

Speaker, I had this awesome sense of the impact, in my own small way, that the 16th President had on his 

generation of Americans.  

 

   To look at that extraordinary temple, to see the figure, the enormous figure of Abraham Lincoln 

recessed into the temple with a constant vigilance over our Republic, even in death, the presence of 

Abraham Lincoln is felt and it is awe inspiring.  

 

   To see President Lincoln looking out over the National Mall, looking out over the activities of the 

Congress of the United States, gives him a sense of divine presence in the life of our democracy. In fact, 

he becomes, and is, the most pre-eminent figure in American history.  

 

   And as you sit there looking at the enormity of the temple, it's not that Lincoln is looking over us; it's 

also that we look to Lincoln for guidance. In other words, because Mr. Lincoln offered the last full 

measure of his devotion, saved the Union and saved our country, President Abraham Lincoln has earned 

the trust of the American people.  

 

   And since his Presidency, very few Presidents of the United States have not ventured in deep and 

reflective thought upon the single proposition of what is it that Mr. Lincoln would have me do. Members 

of Congress and others who have entered into public life throughout this country, they look to the 

example of Lincoln knowing that he gave the last full measure of his devotion to keep this country 

together, to guarantee for us the future; that even as our newest President, President Barack Obama, said 

today in the Capitol Rotunda, he said, “It seems that the problems that we have as Americans are small 

compared to the problems that Mr. Lincoln dealt with. And yet, Mr. Lincoln persevered.” 

 

 


